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by Juhan Palm-Peipman 

 

This year's annual camp took place one week after our National Song 

and Dance Festival, an Estonian tradition of old. And with regard to 

this festival a few interesting thoughts follow. 



In spite of the 

inclement weather, 

the three-day Song 

Festival witnessed 

our nation being 

deeply touched by 

some extremely 

beautiful choral 

music, written 

specifically for this festival. The presence of God was unmistakeably 

witnessed in these songs, sung by a choir of 30,000 singers, 

highlighting our need for personal forgiveness of sin, appealing to 

Almighty God as our nation's saving grace.  Although these songs of 

faith made up no more than a handful of the entire festival 

repertoire (a concert lasting five hours) nevertheless their 

unforgettable impact lingers on in the hearts of thousands of 

participants of this year's festival, a tradition held continuously once 

every five years since 1869. 

It is clear that Arvo Pärt 

has left an indelible mark 

in the heart of our 

younger generation of 

composers.  The 

picturesque cite of so 

many national costumes 

from former parish 

districts around Estonia is 

worth witnessing, since it 



occurs but once every five years.  It is strange these days to think 

that this dress was once upon a time worn daily, before the 

beginning of mass production of clothing in the twentieth century. 

 

Now to my 

review of the 

camp.  This 

year we re-

located to a 

pleasant 

countryside 

estate some 80 

km outside of 

the capital city 

of Tallinn.  The 

twenty-eight participants included not only congregational members 

from Pärnu and Tallinn, but also visitors to our shores from as far 

away as England and Australia.  

 

Highlights of the weekend included an early 

morning walk through mystical forestland, 

typical of this region of Estonia, as well as 

swimming in a lake.   Only seeing is believing 

that such majestic attractions are in 

keeping with „treasures of great price“, 

worth the hike through local swampland. 



 

This 2 1/2 hour trek was one of the more memorable events, 

especially for our English guest Father Dana Jackson, whose 

unexpected confrontation with nature drew a smile from his 

otherwise peaceful face, recalling the words of the psalmist; O Lord, 

please keep my feet from slipping.  After all, the imagination comes 

to life in these very Tolkien-like surroundings!  

 



Saturday turned out to be a busy day 

with two major sessions from Fr 

Dana, essentially encapsulating his 

understanding about the central 

tenets of our universal faith, as they 

are recognized and preached in every 

CEC church throughout the world.  Fr 

Dana has served for a number of years 

as director of our European Bible 

School Ministry, and therefore his 

thoughts were particularly interesting 

to follow. 

 

Fr Thomas Eriste helped us better 

understand our faith as it has been handed 

down to us via the Church Fathers.  Fr 

Thomas has a particular affection for Thomas 

a� Kempis' „Imitation of Christ“, after whose 

legendary example bishop has given him his 

religious name.  And together with reinforcing 

the importance of the words written by 

Kempis, Fr Thomas also warned of the 

importance of the words of St Seraphim the 

Athonite; „keep thy mind in hell and despair 

not“.   To be sure, our battle is this world 

is foremost a spiritual battle.     

 



Before lunch we were treated 

to a wonderful discussion of 

Worship by Edye Jackson, who 

shared her deep-seated 

understanding of the true 

meaning of worship.  After a 

time she took her place behind 

the piano and proceeded to 

„crown“ her very personal 

thoughts with two of her own songs, accompanying herself and lifting 

her spirit in what can only be described as heavenly worship.   

 

After lunch we formed four different 

groups for our annual Bible quiz.  One 

hundred gruelling minutes and the challenge 

of putting one's basic knowledge of 

Scripture into practice, from which 

everyone hopefully received personal benefit 

and insight.  Many thanks to our hosts 

Juhan and Marek for making this event 

possible. 

 

Saturday evening was a time of fellowship and outpouring of one's 

heart in prayer.  God never fails to draw His people together when 

they seek intimacy through His very presence. This time he gave 

powerful words about the need for personal confession. 

 



Following Sunday morning prayer and breakfast there was a time of 

preparation for the weekly Mass.  Our annual camp always serves as 

a reminder of the nitty-gritty details that go into preparing for 

Mass.  This is real, behind-the-scenes detail which escapes many 

people who usually turn up just in time for Church. 

   

  



It is always worth 

following what goes on 

behind the scenes, as it 

is ultimately the 

measure of our love for 

the Lord; to bring our 

very being to the altar 

of offering and worship. 

 

 

We must become like ignited flames, ready to hear what God has to 

say to us.  On this occasion we could hear the words of our 

celebrant Fr Dana Jackson encouraging us ever onward, and not to 

lose our faith.  It was a fitting moment to have lunch and around 

table share our views of the past two days. 

 

May the name of the Lord be praised, who draws the faithful 

together and holds us daily in the palm of His hand.   
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